
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Pax et Bonum! That’s the traditional greeting that Saint Francis shared with his brothers and the 
greeting I share with you: Peace and Good! 
 
It has been a great blessing to be your pastor these last fourteen months. Each day that’s gone by 
has given me a renewed appreciation of your strength of faith, your kindness, your devotion to 
prayer, and your generous spirit. Thank you! 
 
A number of people have approached me and asked me this simple question: what is your vision for 
the parish? What vision I have comes from my understanding of my obligation as pastor to promote 
the spiritual welfare of the faithful by preaching, administering the sacraments, teaching, and 
overseeing the administration of parish business.  
 
With that in mind, my primary vision can be summed up in two words: growing.disciples. Let’s take 
those terms in reverse order. What is discipleship? It’s about a committed approach to live a Christian 
life according to the model of Jesus Christ and in harmony with the teachings of the Church.  
 
According to our American bishops, disciples are those who “make a conscious, firm decision, carried 
out in action, to be followers of Jesus Christ, no matter the cost to themselves.” 
 
Our primary parish goal, then, is to “grow” disciples of all ages by providing opportunities for the 
faithful to strengthen, deepen, and broaden their faith through reception of the sacraments, prayer, 
and participation in the liturgy, faith formation, and programs and events that strengthen 
community and promote hospitality and welcome.  
 
A big task indeed! How do we do it? First, by acknowledging and giving thanks for what has come 
before us, for the financial sacrifice made by many of our long-time parishioners, who continue to 
give generously so that bills are paid and ministries can be funded. Gratitude must go out, as well, to 
our Franciscan friars, especially Fr. Jim Gigliotti, TOR, who worked so tirelessly and with such great 
devotion and loyalty to our parish. Thanks, too, for all those who have volunteered in ministry, and 
given their time and talent to others, especially the most vulnerable and those most in need.  
 
The following is just a partial list of what has defined us as a parish and made us who we are today: 
 

• Reverent, creative, and vibrant liturgies, firmly grounded in the teachings of the Church. 
24-hour Adoration; Exposition and Benediction on Fridays; the 5:30pm, 9:00am, and 11:00am 
choirs; First Friday Anointing; Novenas to the Holy Spirit and Divine Mercy; the Rosary before 
each weekend Mass; liturgical ministers; powerful, relevant homilies; and First Wednesday 
Reconciliation.  

 
• Faith Formation programs for all ages, from the Morning Joys to K-4 religious education; from 

CRHP to the Mom’s Group; from small Christian communities to scripture study; from parish 
missions to presentations on marriage law.  

• A parish school with a long history of academic, social, and athletic achievement, firmly 
grounded in the Catholic and Franciscan traditions.  

• Social groups, such as the Women’s Guild, the Boy Scouts, the Leisure Club, and the American 
Heritage Girls, that bring people together in fellowship and prayer. 



 
Second, how do we live in the moment while thinking about and planning for the future? We live as a 
Church in the tension between the now and the not-yet, between respect for tradition and history 
and an openness to the future. What can guide us and keep us on the level path? The answer is 
simple: listening carefully and respectfully to what each of us feel and what we would like to see for 
our parish. How? Through consultation with parish committees such as the Finance Council, the 
School Advisory Council, the Facilities Committee, and parish surveys and focus groups - and, of 
course, through prayer to the Holy Spirit! And we have done that.  
 
You spoke, and we listened: build up our youth ministry, you said, and we have begun to do exactly 
that. Improve our access for our disabled parishioners, you wrote, and we have done so and will 
continue to do more. Bring public school, homeschooled, and private school families closer together, 
you said, and we heard you. 
 
There is much yet to be done. Now that Youth Ministry has been re-imagined and re-vitalized, it’s 
time to focus on our next parish-wide initiative: Adult Faith Formation. We have many opportunities 
for adults to strengthen and learn more about their faith in our parish, some of which are mentioned 
above. We’re grateful to our loyal and hard-working staff and volunteers who have made this 
possible. 
 
We’d like to know what you think: what are your interests? Scripture study? Church teaching? The 
Catechism? Marriage law? Faith sharing? Franciscan studies? Something else? What days and times are 
convenient for you to attend? 
 
You will find a survey attached to this letter that we hope will help us to answer some of these 
questions. Please take a few minutes to fill out a hard copy or go on-line.  Our Director of Faith 
Formation, Keith Parker, will be holding focus groups to help us determine where to direct our 
resources. We hope to introduce this new initiative sometime next spring.  
 
Please know that you’re all in my prayers every single day. Please do me the great kindness of 
putting me in your prayers, as well.  
God bless, 
 
Fr. Luke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


